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VA’s Administrations 

Veterans	  
Health	  
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NaGonal	  
Cemetery	  

AdministraGon	  
(NCA)	  

Veterans	  
Benefits	  

AdministraGon	  
(VBA)	  

The	  Veterans	  Health	  Administra<on	  (VHA)	  is	  
one	  of	  the	  three	  major	  administra<ons	  of	  the	  

Department	  of	  Veterans	  Affairs.	  	  	  
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Where we fit in the Veterans Health Administration 
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Environmental	  Health	  Program	  	  
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(Dr.	  Ciminera)	  
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Office of Public Health (OPH) – Responsibilities Related to 
“Atomic Veterans” 

•  VA/VHA	  policy	  development	  
•  Epidemiologic	  research	  
•  Outreach	  
•  Ionizing	  RadiaGon	  Registry	  (IRR)	  Program	  
•  Medical	  opinions	  	  
•  Subject	  	  ma\er	  support	  to	  Veterans	  Service	  OrganizaGons	  (VSOs),	  media,	  

Congress,	  and	  other	  stakeholders	  
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Research 

•  OPH	  Epidemiology	  program	  is	  collaboraGng	  	  in	  the	  One	  Million	  U.S.	  radiaGon	  and	  
Veterans	  Study	  (Atomic	  Veterans	  Study	  ?)1	  

–  115,000+	  Veterans	  present	  at	  above	  ground	  nuclear	  tests	  are	  being	  followed	  for	  20	  
more	  years	  

–  All	  cancers	  and	  other	  causes	  of	  death	  are	  being	  evaluated	  

–  Comprehensive	  dose	  reconstrucGon	  methodology	  is	  being	  used	  

–  Dose-‐response	  analyses	  is	  evaluaGng	  disease	  relaGonship	  to	  radiaGon	  
	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

1The	  Boice	  Report	  #7.	  	  Health	  Physics	  News,	  December	  2012.	  
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Past Research 

–  Cancer	  mortality	  among	  the	  highest	  exposed	  U.S.	  atmospheric	  nuclear	  test	  parGcipants.	  
Dalager	  NA,	  Kang	  HK,	  Mahan	  CM.	  
J	  Occup	  Env	  Med	  2000;42:798–805.	  	  	  

–  A	  mortality	  follow-‐up	  study	  of	  WW	  II	  submariners	  who	  received	  nasopharyngeal	  radium	  irradiaGon	  
treatment.	  
Kang	  HK,	  Bullman	  TA,	  Mahan	  CM.	  
Am	  J	  Ind	  Med	  2000;38:441–446.	  	  	  

–  Feasibility	  of	  an	  epidemiologic	  study	  of	  submariners	  who	  received	  radium	  irradiaGon	  treatment.	  
Kang	  HK.	  
Otolaryngol	  Head	  Neck	  Surg	  1996;115:433–437.	  	  	  

–  Cancer	  mortality	  risk	  among	  military	  parGcipants	  of	  a	  1958	  atmospheric	  nuclear	  weapons	  test.	  
Watanabe	  KK,	  Kang	  HK,	  Dalager	  NA.	  
Am	  J	  Public	  Health	  1995;85:523–527.	  	  
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Outreach- Approach 

Ini<al	  outreach	  
• 	  For	  Veterans	  not	  in	  the	  registry	  
• 	  AdverGse	  programs	  (does	  not	  require	  frequent	  updates)	  
	  
Targeted	  updates	  
• 	  For	  Veterans	  in	  the	  registries	  and	  other	  focused	  groups	  	  
• 	  Post-‐Deployment	  Health	  newsle\er	  covering	  a	  variety	  of	  
health	  concerns	  
• 	  More	  Gmely	  than	  current	  newsle\ers	  
• 	  Frequent	  updates	  
	  

7 



VETERANS	  HEALTH	  ADMINISTRATION	  

Outreach –Brochures 

“Are	  you	  an	  Atomic	  Veteran?”	  Brochure	  
Provides	  informaGon	  about	  eligibility	  for	  VA	  
compensaGon	  and	  medical	  care,	  dose	  reconstrucGon,	  
medical	  claim	  determinaGon,	  Ionizing	  RadiaGon	  Registry	  
Program,	  and	  more	  

	  
“Special	  Environmental	  Health	  Registry	  Evalua<on	  
Programs	  for	  Veterans”	  Brochure	  

Provides	  an	  overview	  of	  five	  VA	  health	  registry	  
programs	  that	  track	  the	  health	  of	  Veterans	  exposed	  to	  
environmental	  hazards	  during	  military	  service:	  Ionizing	  
RadiaGon,	  Agent	  Orange,	  Gulf	  War,	  Depleted	  Uranium,	  
and	  Toxic	  Embedded	  Fragments	  
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Outreach –Newsletters, Announcements 

Ionizing	  Radia<on	  Reviews	  	  	  
•  “InformaGon	  for	  Veterans	  Exposed	  to	  Ionizing	  

RadiaGon	  and	  their	  Families”	  
•  Overview	  of	  benefits	  
•  Special	  focus	  arGcles	  
•  Where	  to	  get	  addiGonal	  informaGon	  
•  8	  	  issues	  and	  one	  VBDR	  supplemental	  ediGon	  

were	  published	  	  	  
	  
VBDR	  Mee<ng	  Announcements	  
•  Postcards	  
•  Government	  email	  delivery	  systems	  
•  VSO’s	  
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Outreach- Website 

Post	  Deployment	  Health	  Website	  
•  For	  Veterans	  who	  may	  have	  been	  exposed	  

to	  a	  range	  of	  chemical,	  physical,	  and	  
environmental	  hazards	  during	  military	  
service.	  

•  Provides	  up	  to	  date	  informaGon	  on	  topics	  
of	  potenGal	  concern	  to	  Veterans.	  

•  Pages	  added	  in	  September	  2012	  
–  Fukushima	  
–  LORAN-‐C	  
–  McMurdo	  
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Ionizing Radiation Registry (IRR) 

	  
“HAIG”	  Survey	  of	  VHA’s	  Environmental	  

Registry	  Program	  
•  Clinicians	  and	  coordinators	  at	  each	  VA	  

medical	  center	  assigned	  to	  see	  Veterans	  
with	  environmental	  concerns	  

•  First	  ever	  survey	  to	  gather	  baseline	  
informaGon	  

•  Understand	  the	  organizaGonal	  structure,	  
staffing,	  and	  performance	  

•  IdenGfy	  and	  streamline	  processes,	  
procedures,	  and	  services	  available	  to	  
system	  wide	  for	  Veterans	  with	  
Environmental	  Exposure	  concerns	  

•  Survey	  completed	  in	  2012	  
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Employee by Occupation	  
(n=437)	   Count	   Percent	  

Physician (MD/DO)	   142	   32%	  
Program Support Assistant/Clerk	   106	   24%	  
Nurse Practitioner	   86	   20%	  
Physician Assistant	   51	   13%	  
Other	   40	   8%	  
Registered Nurse	   6	   1%	  
Licensed Practical Nurse	   4	   1%	  
Health Technician	   2	   0%	  
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IRR data (as of 6/24/2013) 

•  Total	  Ini<al	  exams:	  	  25294	  
•  Total	  Follow	  up	  exams:	  	  1252	  
•  Trend	  of	  ini<al	  exams	  over	  recent	  history:	  
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Medical Opinions – Process 

Presump<ve	  illness	  claims	  adjudicated	  at	  VBA	  Jackson	  Regional	  Office	  (JRO)	  	  
•  38	  CFR	  3.309	  	  (d)	  (2)	  	  
•  21	  cancers	  listed	  are	  presumed	  to	  have	  been	  caused	  by	  radiaGon	  exposure	  
•  PresumpGve	  claims	  approved	  if	  part	  of	  a	  “radiaGon	  risk	  acGvity”	  populaGon	  	  

	  	  
Non-‐presump<ve	  illness	  claims	  forwarded	  to	  VBA	  Central	  Office	  for	  development	  

and	  medical	  opinion	  by	  VHA,	  Office	  of	  Public	  Health	  	  
•  38	  CFR	  3.311	  
•  The	  NaGonal	  InsGtute	  for	  OccupaGonal	  Safety	  and	  Health	  (NIOSH)	  InteracGve	  Radio	  

Epidemiological	  Program	  (IREP)	  	  is	  used	  to	  determine	  probability	  of	  causaGon	  (PC)	  for	  
diseases	  in	  the	  database	  (cancers)	  

•  If	  IREP	  calculates	  50%	  or	  greater	  PC,	  the	  claim	  will	  receive	  a	  favorable	  opinion	  
•  For	  claims	  not	  in	  IREP,	  other	  epidemiological	  evidence	  is	  used	  to	  support	  the	  opinion	  
•  OccupaGonal,	  medical,	  and	  other	  radiaGon	  related	  claims	  are	  handled	  separately	  
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Medical Opinions – Workload 

•  Average	  	  medical	  opinion	  processing	  Gme	  in	  OPH	  is	  4	  days	  

•  1492	  medical	  opinions	  processed	  from	  2009	  through	  2012	  
–  574	  (38%)	  were	  from	  Atomic	  Veterans,	  62%	  occupaGonal	  claims	  
–  89	  favorable	  opinions	  (6%)	  for	  Atomic	  Veterans:	  	  mostly	  skin	  cancer	  and	  

Posterior	  Subcapsular	  Cataract	  (PSC)	  
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Medical Opinions – Calendar Year 2012 
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•  332	  total	  opinions	  in	  CY	  2012	  

•  88	  (27%)	  were	  for	  claims	  from	  Atomic	  Veterans	  

•  15	  of	  88	  cases	  received	  favorable	  opinions	  
	  

–  12	  of	  the	  15	  cases	  received	  favorable	  opinions	  for	  skin	  cancers	  
•  11	  of	  12	  had	  maximum	  esGmated	  total	  dose	  to	  the	  skin	  of	  550	  rem	  
•  Defense	  Threat	  ReducGon	  Agency	  expedited	  dose	  processing	  methodology	  
	  

–  3	  of	  the	  15	  cases	  received	  favorable	  opinion	  for	  Posterior	  Subcapsular	  Cataract	  (PSC)	  
•  maximum	  esGmated	  total	  dose	  to	  the	  lens	  of	  the	  eye	  of	  28	  rem	  
•  Defense	  Threat	  ReducGon	  Agency	  expedited	  dose	  processing	  methodology	  
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Medical Opinions – Calendar Year 2012 

16 

	  
•  3	  LORAN	  cases	  in	  CY	  2012	  

•  All	  received	  favorable	  opinions	  (2	  skin	  cancer,	  1	  PSC)	  
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Other Exposures (non-Atomic Veteran) 

•  The	  bulk	  of	  claims	  reaching	  OPH	  for	  medical	  opinions	  

–  OccupaGonal	  exposures	  
–  Nuclear	  Weapons	  handling	  
–  Chernobyl,	  Hanford,	  Savannah	  River,	  etc.	  
–  Medical	  exposures	  
–  Depleted	  Uranium	  
–  LORAN-‐C	  
–  McMurdo	  
–  OperaGon	  Tomadachi	  
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Provider Education – New Developments 

Ionizing	  Radia<on	  Registry	  (IRR)	  Program	  Procedures	  
Handbook	  	  -‐	  being	  updated	  

“Environmental	  Exposure	  Medical	  App”	  
•  Will	  provide	  “just-‐in-‐Gme”	  informaGon	  to	  

providers,	  paGent	  care	  teams,	  and	  Veterans	  
•  Contents	  include:	  taking	  an	  exposure	  history,	  the	  

history	  of	  exposures	  during	  military	  	  service,	  
potenGal	  and	  known	  health	  effects,	  prevenGve	  
measures,	  and	  treatment	  

•  Planned	  to	  be	  offered	  for	  free	  to	  non-‐VA	  audience	  
Veterans	  Health	  Ini<a<ve	  
•  “Veterans	  and	  RadiaGon”	  undergoing	  update	  
•  New	  TMS	  format	  for	  VA	  providers	  
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Provider Education – New Developments 

VA	  Environmental	  Exposure	  Pocket	  Card	  
•  InformaGon	  on	  resources	  for	  primary	  care	  teams	  

to	  assist	  Veterans	  who	  have	  environmental	  health	  
concerns	  stemming	  	  from	  military	  service	  

•  Distributed	  to	  24,000	  providers	  

Partnering	  with	  Primary	  Care	  Services	  
	  Highlight	  educaGonal	  products	  for	  the	  Post-‐
Deployment	  care	  of	  Veterans	  

	  
Environmental	  Champions	  

	  2	  workshops	  scheduled	  to	  “train	  the	  trainer”	  
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Questions and Feedback 

Thanks	  for	  your	  a\enGon!	  
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